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This day was the last day for us and the Filipino students. We went sightseeing in Manila and to a
shopping mall, the biggest in Asia, instead of working. And finally we had our last dinner with them
and a farewell party.

For sightseeing, first, we went to the Rizal-park, which is the biggest park in the Philippines. It
commemorates the hero of the Philippines, Rizal, who contributed to the independence of the
Philippines. His body is buried under the monument and guards always monitor it.

Next, we went to a place that was like a fortress and we saw the site of old theaters and old prisons.
It relates to the war and Japan a little. I learned that we can study Japan from studying other
countries.

After that we went to a beautiful and big church. The Philippines is one of the biggest Christian
countries in Asia. So there are many churches there. They remind us of European culture. Our
buddies taught us how Catholicism came to the Philippines and showed us Christian pictures and
statues. It was wonderful.

We also went to cemetery for American soldiers and victims of the Pacific War.

At a glance, it is a beautiful place. However, it has historical meaning. Names of soldiers are written
on the walls. It made us remember the war again.

The shopping mall was incredibly large. We were challenged to find certain shops. It made us very
tired and we could not go shopping enough because of it. However, it was a really good experience for
us to ask the way to the shops in English.

This was the last day with them, so we were already sentimental. But they were not. They enjoyed
the party and made it fun. Our gifts to them were the love dance and singing a song called "Arigatou"
together. Arigatou means “thank you” in Japanese. They also sang a song that included “thank you.”
And we exchanged messages and presents. At that moment I became really sad and was missing them
already.

I noticed the importance and difficulty of English during the tour with them. When I listened to
their explanations of history, understanding the historical words was needed. Simultaneously, I
learned that we can be friendly without speaking English well. So I could also understand the way of
thinking that English is the tool of communication.

Actually, I did not prepare a speech for my buddies. However I was able to do it and I felt that my

English had improved. And personally my best moment was the time when the dance that I prepared



was successful.
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At first I apologize that today's article may be a personal diary because it was only sightseeing,

which was the activity of day 7.

On this day, as it was the closing of this tour, we went to a river, rode a boat and saw a waterfall.

The destination was far from our hotel. It took us three and half hours to get there, so we had to
eat breakfast at 6am. We could choose whether we wanted to eat breakfast or not. I went to eat
breakfast in the lobby. However there were only four people including me. It was the most silent
morning of the seven days.

Everyone slept on a bus because of fatigue from working.

First our boat went up the river. The boat was really narrow because it was for three people. On



top of that, all of us on my boat are comparatively taller than others. So
it was very narrow for us. However the other two that I rode together
with was the same age as me, so I could talk casually with them and
had fun!! Thank you so much. It was really difficult for us to balance the
boat. But the thrill made us enjoy the riding.

After about 40 minutes of riding, we arrived to the final destination:
the waterfall. We came through under it, although it was a little big. I
simply enjoyed this activity and it was one of the rarest experiences for

me.

ot When our boat went down, it was like an amusement ride. I could see
some people who lives near the riverside. When I saw them, I thought that the children looked
stronger than Japanese children. Boatmen also have strong bodies. Nowadays, Japanese children
rarely go out and play in nature because of smartphones or games, while in the Philippines, many
children don't have them. So they play in nature and also help their parents with outdoor work. That
1s why their bodies become strong.
On this day we also had a meeting. It was the conclusion of this tour. It’s pretty long, so I am going

to write about it tomorrow with the article of day 8.
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On day 8, we're only flying back to Japan, so today’s article is about meeting of day 7 and the entire
conclusion of this volunteer tour.

At the meeting, we shared things that we felt, thought and learned during this tour, our own goal of this
tour, planned the new aim of daily life after this tour and finally we wrote letters to each other.

Personally, I classified the things into Baseco, at the university and during activity with members.

At first, I realized that we are in the environment that we can live in easily only because we live in Japan.
All of members said that and it reminded us that tomorrow and our daily lives are not obvious. For example,
some children in Baseco cannot go to school but we can. And also there are no areas like Baseco in Japan.
I think we should value our house and food that we eat.

We also can received warmth from the people. Before visiting Baseco, we had some stereotypes. We
thought perhaps Baseco people are not kind because they are from the slum area. But it was absolutely
wrong. They are of course kind and friendly to us. It was better than that from the Japanese sometimes.
Then I learned that stereotypes made us wrong, although at the same time we were protected.

Second, I learned the importance of English from conversations with Filipino students. As I wrote before,

we can be friends with foreigners without English and use it in many non-English speaking countries.



However, I spoiled the atmosphere because of my poor English. If I had spoken and listened to English, I
could have been friendlier to them. So I regret it.

In addition, the differences of cultures were really interesting. Mainly, they have different values from
that of the Japanese. They think living their lives positively is natural and they try their best to live
positively. It is important for the Japanese, and if every Japanese can follow this, we can enrich our lives.

Finally, I noticed the importance of combination and cooperation with members and the excitement of
doing something with them. Since I entered university, I seldom do anything in a group. I really regret it.

Through this experience, I learned that we can achieve something effectively and fun with a team. When
I proposed my idea that we should share our goals of this tour, they planned, listened to and cheered me
on. Had they not done this, I wouldn’t have even taken on my goal for this tour. I appreciate them and I
came to love them. And of course I want to say thank you to Mr. Sakata, he is the tour conductor of this
tour and also a senior student of my university. He always supported us. He led us and let us grow up. And
I want to be a nice guy like him.

In conclusion, this tour was my best experience and my best week. I want to say thank you to Mr. Asana,
who introduced me this tour, also other JST staffs, my parents, all people who I met and all members and
Mr. Sakata again!!! Thank you so much!!!

This is the end of the series articles. But I am going to write about the meeting which is about one of the

most important theme, why did we participate in this tour. Thank you very much for reading.




