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The activities of fourth day was almost same as days before. In addition, we painted houses in

Baseco.
On the fourth day, I noticed something about the children. It was that there are disparities among

them. Firstly there two kinds of children. One can go to school, but another cannot. Some children



came to the NGO facility with their school
uniform in the afternoon, others came there
in the morning. The guide said there are
schools which are run by country. Even
though they help children to go to school,
AW some children are still not able to go to school.
And another disparity is related to authority

or power among them. Maybe we can feel the

same thing in Japanese classroom, but it is
not bullying. Before we went to Baseco, we thought children there were friendly to everyone and kind,
and there were no such disparities. So it makes us little sad.

In the Philippines, Baseco is still regarded as one of the dangerous slum area. So we painted houses
in Baseco for the purpose of changing such a bad image. We changed the dark cement color to a
colorful red, blue and yellow. This activity was also good for us because we can talk to each other and
become better friends.

The activity with students however, became horrible for us when we heard of the contents. It was
eating exotic food. There were pork lung, blood, etc. and actually they were disgusting to me. But it
also a really good experience for us. In addition, we played games, and the activities that we did this
day was over.

When we finished half of the tour, I felt that this tour was wonderful. It was very busy and hard.
We were really tired at the end of each day, but we were also fine and able to enjoy the next days’

activities. What is more, it gave us the time that we could think about and enjoy each day.
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It was the final day for us to work in Baseco. So as usual, we did the food feeding program, and
then we held a farewell party.

Many of us could play with the children because it was the last day. Some members were picked to
be in the cooking group. I chose the cooking group, although I also wanted to play. Because I cooked
only once, I had to ask some questions to the guides. The questions were: what are the conditions
that children can enter the Baseco facility and what is the difference between children who can receive
items from the food feeding program and those who cannot.

Actually, there are no conditions in the Baseco facility. However, some children did not try to enter.
I thought, perhaps, that there are the disparities that I wrote yesterday, and children who can receive
the food support are limited. Only 100 children are picked from villages that are supported by NGOs.
So it means we cannot save every child. I think this is the negative aspect that we make two kinds of
children; some can receive the support and others cannot. I know it is helpless. But we must remember
this.

We danced the "koi-dance" at the farewell party. Koi means “love” in Japanese and it is one of the
most famous dance in Japan. Actually, we were asked to give time for practicing the dance after
arriving in the Philippines. Someone who don't even know the moves could remember them. I really

appreciate their cooperation. What is more, the children watched our dance once, and after that, they



imitated us and dance it together. It touched
us. And they sang song for us. It was also
moving, so I almost cried. It means the time
that we worked in Baseco was a fulfilling
time.

The next topic is about activities with the
Filipino students. This day, we work on our

original programs with them. We painted

rice crackers, played concentration and T or
F games, and ranked the popularity of Japanese actors and actresses. This is how we painted rice
crackers: first, we drew pictures or letters in the water on rice crackers. Next, we dropped colorful
sugar on them. Finally, we swept away the extra sugar. Then we could see the colorful pictures on
them. Honestly, I was nervous because even I have never made rice crackers, but it looked like they
were having fun and I also had fun. For concentration, we used pictures that are related to Japanese
culture. Then we could introduced our culture in English, and it did not make them bored because it
was a game. For the T or F game, we introduced our lives. We learned that the Filipinos surprisingly
knew much about the Japanese life from the game. Ranking popular actors and actresses was simply
fun and it was interesting that they also voted similar people.

On this day, I could share the answers of questions that I asked the guides. And I feel it is important

for us to share our ideas and think every day.



