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I was nervous because of one reason before this volunteer tour. That was the relationship among

our members. I felt the difficulty of humor, that is, how to make others laugh... but, that is why I
decided to become friends with them. My first impression of the Philippines is that it is not too hotter
than I thought.

At the restaurant we went at the first night, I ate my first Filipino food and watched the traditional
Filipino show. It was wonderful. Personally, I think their traditional clothes are similar to those of
Korean. Their culture is different from Japanese one.

After the dinner and the show, we met street children in front of the restaurant. Then I realized



this volunteer tour had already started...
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On the second day, the volunteer activities truly began. We went to the slum area, Baseco, and met
Filipino students at the first time.

I heard that Baseco was the slum area, however, it did not give me fear. = Because I also heard an
NGO was working there. In Baseco, we mainly did three activities, food feeding program, painting
houses, and playing with children. We were divided into two groups, one went to shopping foodstuff
and another played with them on the whole day. This day, I was a member of the latter group.

In my first impression of these children in Baseco, I was surprised at their great smiles and their
fineness. I expected that children of slum area did not have good atmosphere because of my stereotype.
However, that stereotype was beaten by their great smiles. In addition, amazingly, they remembered
our difficult Japanese names and became friendly to us soon.

After such a tiring activity, we faced a difficult challenge. It was the first meeting with Filipino
students. And they were distributed to us as their buddy who went along with us for five days. My
buddy was Aira, who are an expert of jokes. She tried to talk to me although I cannot speak English
well because of daytime fatigue and lack of my experience of expressing myself in English. She
motivated me to speak English.

Surprisingly enough, this event told me that my English skills were not so poor. Filipino students,
of course, cannot understand Japanese. They are different from almost all of foreigners who I have
talked with in Japan. This is an important learning for me. Ilearned that Filipino had much humor.
They always tell jokes and enjoy making people happy.

Finally, we had a meeting and practiced dancing for farewell party. At the meeting, we shared the
first impression of the Philippines. Then I proposed the goal of this tour that we should have better
to share with each other. I thought we should be harder on ourselves. I also found it important to
create the atmosphere to boost the morale by ourselves. My goal was to DO MY BEST, for I could not
have been doing my best those days. 1 realized that I became little more friendlier with other

members than on my first day.
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On the third day, we went to Baseco for food feeding program

® and we communicated with the Filipino students.

In Baseco, I was a member of the group which were supposed to
= g0 shopping and cooking. So I went to a market for the first time
in Philippine. Then, we faced an unbelievable situation, which
was like on TV in Japan when we were heading to the market.
Houses were in row narrowly and some houses did not have
windows made of glasses but Iron-barred windows. At the market,
foodstuffs were displayed without packaging. You would think it
is incredible in Japan. In addition, a guide said that we should
check the price in receiving the receipt and check the change
carefully. I have never paired too much attention before when I

buy something in Japan. This environment made me feel how

happy I am, living in Japan.

We cook the traditional foods of Philippines for 100 children. It was hard for us to do so within such
a short time although there are only 8 members and two guides. However, children's smiles made us
forget tiredness.

After the event, we were invited to a show of the traditional dance and presentation of Philippines
by Filipino students. First, we watched traditional dancing by high school students. It was different
from the show by performers at a restaurant. Their
quality of dancing was also high-level. We just simply
enjoyed it with learning tradition of the Philippines.
Second, we listened to a presentation of the Filipino
university students. They showed us attractive points
of their county. And after that, we played the game
which was like “call and response” and dance with
them on a stage. We had a great time with them. Then

I would like to understand English more. If I speak and




listen to English well, I could make them more joyful.
Finally, we went to Jolibee, one of the most famous fast food restaurants in the Philippines. I was

surprised by their prices and tastes. I ate two sets of Jolibee special meal because it was really nice.



