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Let’s share our love.
Ikeda High School
3rd grade, Non Tanaka

Did you show your love to someone recently? Most Japanese people are shy, aren’t we? It’s
quite difficult to show our love to other people, especially to those closest to us. There’s actually a
simple way anyone can do it, but first let me tell my story.

I participated in a speech contest when I was a first year student in high school. I practiced
English very hard and made a speech in public with a smile, because I was sure that my smile is my
selling point. I won a prize in that contest, and I was awarded a ticket to go to Malaysia and stay
there for a couple of weeks.

Malaysia is a multi-racial nation. Various races, such as Malaysians, Chinese, Indians, and
European people live in this country, and therefore, it is natural that various languages, religions,
and cultures exist side by side. Despite these differences, they understand and respect one another,
and live peacefully together. I found this unusual as I came from a country where there isn’t much
diversity.

In Malaysia, I was very afraid that I wouldn’t be able to make myself understood in English.
So, I felt very uneasy and nervous.

When I first arrived, my host family received me warmly.

My host father said, “Welcome. From today, you are a member of my family.”

Thanks to his words, I did not feel uneasy anymore. My host family was cheerful and close to one
another. They treated me as a true family member without giving me special treatment. They were
so good-natured, and their house was full of neighboring children from morning to evening. My host
father said, “You are my daughter. I will scold you when you do something bad.”

As I became close to my host family, I felt frustrated, because I was not able to communicate
with them in English. When I made a great effort to express my opinion, they tried hard to
understand what I said. They used body language and facial expressions and it made our
conversation successful. Not only my host family but many other people were very kind and
friendly to me.

They loved me so deeply as if I were their own daughter. Why? Why were they so kind, even
though they had never met me before? Maybe, the reason is that they have love.

When I came back to Japan, I made a resolution; “I will not forget my experience in Malaysia.
Like my host family, I would like to do something for others.”

Another thing I realized was that English has amazing power. English is used in more than 50
countries by various peoples with different religions and cultures. That means that people can tell
the importance or power of love to others all over the world by using English. It’s like magic.

In my town and my high school, many people take part in volunteer activities. I participated

in a volunteer activity to help handicapped people two years ago. I felt very happy because they
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were pleased. I hope that more people know that there are many opportunities for us to share love.

Under the theme of "Global Welfare," this year my high school was admitted as a member of
"UNESCO Schools,” and my school is the only public high school in Gifu Prefecture that joined
UNESCO Associated Schools Network. This coming February, some students from my school will be
sent to educational institutions in New Zealand. I believe this study tour will broaden the horizons
of the participants. I strongly feel that I want to do a job which requires English skills and help
others through using English. Though my job using English, I hope to share love with even more
people around the world.

These acts, such as trying to understand others, talking to others, helping others, and making
others smile, seem like trivial things. But they have a great power to improve people’s lives. By
doing just a single kind act, we can feel happy and we can share love.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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