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Won’t You be Proud of Your Personality?
Tkeda High School
1st grade, Koutaro, Kobayasi

Do you think you have a unique personality? I think one’s personality includes both good
aspects and bad aspects. Some people are afraid that their personalities are too different from
others’.

I lived in Bangkok for five years. People with different skins, languages, and cultures, live
there. They respected and lived in harmony with one another. I found that way of life quite natural
and loved it very much. One day, an incident made me think that I was unique. When I became a
senior student in elementary school, all my classmates announced their dreams in class. It was a
preliminary speech contest to choose one speaker from each class for the school assembly called
“Yume Shuukai,” or “Dream Meeting.” It was one of the school events to encourage students to have
their own dreams. As I expected, many classmates had cool dreams. For example, to be a
professional baseball player, to be a professional soccer player, to be a doctor, etc. At that time, I
wanted to be a comedian. All the students in my class laughed a lot. I said to them, “A comedian is a
good job because making people laugh is a nice thing.” In the end, on the recommendation of my
classmates and teacher, I was chosen as the representative of my class and participated in "the
Dream Meeting." I thought that I was chosen because I had a unique dream. I truly thought that
making people laugh was a very nice thing.

I've had an inferiority complex for a long time. Most Japanese tend to think that it is good to
be the same as others and bad to be different from others. One day I became sick and I went to a
hospital where interpreters worked to help patients. One of the interpreters was able to translate
my Japanese into English so quickly and smoothly. I felt he was cool, and I was very impressed.
What a good job! Interpreters can help those in trouble and make them happy. I was sure that
interpreters need not only language skills but also an ability to make others feel happy. Suddenly
an idea hit upon me. I wanted to be an interpreter. I like to help people in trouble. I like English
and I'm sure I have the qualities of an interpreter.

When I came back to Japan, I decided to join the Kendo club or Japanese fencing club in Fuwa
Junior High School. Kendo is my favorite sport, and I had practiced it since 1st grade elementary
school. Practice in junior high school was incredibly hard, compared with the one in elementary
school. I enjoyed Kendo in elementary school, because it was for fun. In contrast, however, practice
in junior high school was for competing. The practice time was very long and there was no holiday.
At that time, I was not tall and was very thin. My instructor asked me if I would be able to continue
to practice Kendo. To tell the truth, I wanted to quit kendo a number of times. In third grade, I

stopped practicing because of an entrance examination. However, I suddenly recognized that I
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became very strong both mentally and physically. I used to give up various things easily, but now, I
will not easily yield to difficulties, and will instead continue to make an effort to overcome them.
That will be my achievement. That means that we can change our personality through various
challenges.

Some people give up on their dreams because they think they’re too shy, or they have no guts.
But people can change. I believe they can do anything they decide.

So, please be proud of your personality, and let’s face our challenges to fulfill our dreams.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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Life is Real
Tkeda High School

1st grade, Kazusa, Takenaka

Life is filled with lessons, hardships, heartaches, and joys. All these will ultimately lead us to
our destination, our purpose in life. The road will not always be smooth. In fact, throughout our life,
we will encounter many challenges.

Some of these challenges will test our courage, strengths, weaknesses, and faith. Along the
way, we may stumble upon obstacles on the paths we are destined to take. In order to follow the
right path, we must overcome these obstacles. We have to face them even if it is hard.

Some people compare life to a journey. In a sense, it is true. The people who we meet on our
journey are people who we are destined to meet. Everyone comes into our lives for some reason or
another. We don’t always know their purpose. But they all play some kind of role. Some may stay
for a life time; others may only stay for a short while.

My mother taught me many lessons which gave me deep insights into life. She always says,
“Be positive and active.” She is Malaysian and moved to Japan because of my father’s job. At first,
she could not understand Japanese at all. In addition, she was very puzzled over the difference in
custom. However, with her friendliness, she made many friends and is enjoying life in Japan. I
believe that we sometimes meet the people who will play an important role in our lives. I want to
learn from my mother’s way of life and take on things positively.

In Malaysia, I spoke to my friends in English. But coming to Japan with my family for almost
two years, and now attending Ikeda Senior High School, I often face some difficulties because of the
Japanese language barrier. It is natural that classes are done in Japanese. And the structure of
Japanese is completely different from English. Sometimes I am afraid that I will not be able to
follow these classes. I am too shy and nervous, and very poor at speaking in Japanese. In such a
case, I remember my mother’s words, and I try to be cheerful. I have been studying Japanese for
almost two years, but it is far from enough to comfortably live in Japan. Sometimes, I feel uneasy,

not sleeping well at night, and feel like doing nothing. But, I will continue to study Japanese as
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hard as I can, because I have a dream to be an interior designer working here in Japan. I am sure
this obstacle has some meaning for me and will help me to be strong. I promised myself that I will
never give up and that I will overcome this difficulty.

When things don’t always go well, we have two choices to deal with the situations. The first is
that we can focus on the fact that things didn’t go how we had hoped and let life pass us by. The
second is that we can make the best of the situation. We can know that these are only temporary
setbacks and find the lessons that are to be learned. As for me, I would like to take the latter choice.
My mother made me think so.

I heard that some people have avoided living in the real world and have instead confined
themselves to their room. They surf many web sites and enjoy the virtual world. Some people have
become addicted to online games and later become depressed. To escape reality, some people
become addicted to drugs or alcohol. With the help from their friends, the psychiatrist and family, I
hope they will overcome their problems. I do feel sorry for them, but people must address their own
problems. It is the only way to lead a healthy life with many joys.

So, don’t be afraid to take the first step. We have the power to overcome these hardships. Doing
so 1s our lifelong homework. This may be the reason why we are born. So why not live in the real
world and enjoy it?

Thank you for your kind attention.



