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Family is My Treasure

Ikeda High School TUJI Keita

Have you ever thought about your family seriously? I think that a family is like air. We are
not aware of it in our daily life, but we cannot live without it. The existence of a family is so
natural that we often forget to be thankful for it. So, today, I will talk about the importance of a
family.

My family is very lively. The reason may be that my family is very large and each family
member is cheerful. We become the most cheerful in the evening, with all my family laughing a lot.
It’s like a festival. There are 7 members and a dog in my family. My dog’s name is “Yuki.” My eldest
sister lives with my relative to go to a vocational school. This is my family structure.

My parents both work. They are very busy. My elder sister belongs to my high school’s drama
club. Club practice is very hard and long. It begins early in the morning and ends at about 8:00 pm.
My mother takes her to and from school almost every day. My mother seems to be used to it, but she
sometimes said that she was tired. My elder sister and I go to an English conversation school and

my mother takes us to and from this school as well. I am grateful to her for this. She has a part
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time job, has to do housework, and, in addition, takes care of us. It’s definitely a hard job.

In 4th grade elementary school, I lost a karate match. Then, my parents told me that I should
not mind it and keep going. I was encouraged by their words. At first, I didn’t like karate so much;
my two sisters forced me to practice it. But thanks to my parents, I came to like it and still practice
it very hard. My family is so nice and has supported me. I love my family from the bottom of my
heart.

So, I was shocked when I heard the following two things recently. The first is that my friends
do not know their families well and seem to be indifferent to them. When I told them stories about
my family, they were surprised because I knew a lot about my family members. One of my friends
said that he disliked his family because they were nagging. Another friend said that he hasn’t
spoken to his family recently. I was very surprised. Is my family situation that rare? Am I lucky? I
don’t know.

The second thing that surprised me was the news about family relations getting weak. Few
families talk among each other. They seem indifferent to each other’s existence. Some family
members even use their cellphones even during meals. This is called “&,” or solitary eating.
Many people feel lonely at mealtime. And many family members eat their meals separately because
they are very busy. This is called “{#l®,” or “having a meal individually.” It is unbelievable. I think
that I am very lucky to live with my family; they always support me and make me happy. My
parents even give me many topics to start conversations with at mealtimes, even when they were
very tired. Why do they do this? Maybe, they love their family.

When I have my own family in the future, I will do the same thing as my parents do. I will
build a warm family. Family is important. Family is my important treasure.

Thank you for your kind attention.

(BB ADRE—FRTE]
A Precious Gift from My Mother

gy A
Tkeda High School TAKAHASHI Miki

Do you have wings? I have wings. Can you imagine human beings with wings? One of my
treasures is “the wings”, which my mother gave me. I will now tell you my story.

When I was a small child, I was a coward. I was not be able to speak to strangers, so, it took
me time to make friends. Also in elementary school, I couldn’t raise my hand and tell my opinion to
the class. I was very afraid and even cried when I was called on by a teacher. My mother was
always worried about me and used to say, “Don’t be afraid. Have courage.”

But I was still shy even after I entered junior high school. However, when I started learning

English, I came to like it and wanted to study American culture more. One day, I got to know about
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the Exchange Students Program in America. I felt like joining the program but I had more anxiety
than hope. I felt uneasy about the homestay because I couldn’t speak English well. Also, I worried
that my mother was against my participation of the program. I guessed she would say, “America is
not safe. Don’t you dare go to such a dangerous place?”

But, contrary to my expectations, she agreed with my going to America. She said, “It will
surely be a good experience for you, Miki. If you want to try, I'll support you.” I decided to apply for
the program with her help.

In America, I learned the importance of having a positive attitude. I could make myself
understood by speaking to the people around me very clearly. I could even enjoy a conversation and
laugh with my American friends. If my mother had not pushed me ahead, I wouldn’t have been to
America and wouldn’t have had such a great time.

In first grade high school, I wondered if I could run for an executive member position in our
Student Council. I didn’t have confidence in myself as a leader. However, my mother said, “Try it.
Challenges are very important for you. Working for others is very valuable. You only have to do
your best.” Thanks to her words, I made up my mind to join the Student Council. This year, our
school got designated as a UNESCO Associated School. UNESCO means United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. UNESCO Associated Schools work together to
promote peace and international cooperation in order to realize the idea of UNESCO and promote
education for sustainable development. I am very proud of my school and now volunteer to do
activities in local communities for the people.

One day, I asked my mother, “Why do you always encourage me to try new things?” She said,
“I was a coward like you when I was young. I have a lot of regrets. I should have stepped forward,
but I couldn’t. But you can. You have a future. I always want you to take a chance rather than being
afraid of risks. “

Earlier, I told you that one of the treasures my mother gave me was wings. Yes. She gave me
wings of courage. Thanks to the wings, I can fly to new worlds. She taught me the importance of
challenges. I will keep these wings moving and departing from journey to journey.

Next, it’s my turn. I want to be a person who can always support others, like my mother did.
I'd like to convey the wonder of having a positive attitude. There might be some risks when you try
something new. You might be hurt by doing it. But I believe it will surely benefits you throughout
your life.

I believe supporting others is the key to my success and that it’s the best way to show my
gratitude to my mother.

Thank you very much.



